
 

    
 

 

SPECIAL POINTS OF IN TEREST  
AND/OR CALL -OUTS 

Write captions for the selected photos. 

 

 

 

  

Notes from t he 
Worship Pastor 

     By the time you receive this newsletter, we will be halfway 

through the year 2017. Time just keeps rolling along. As we 

often say, time is the one thing you can never get more of. 

When itôs gone, itôs gone and with it all the opportunities it 

affords us. Perhaps itôs why God tells us in Ephesians 5:15-17, 

ñTherefore be careful how you walk not as unwise men but as 

wise. Making the most of your time because the days are evil. 

So then do not be foolish but understand what the will of the 

Lord is.ò God knows His creation so well. We sometimes let 

time slip through our fingers without realizing our full potential 

as believers. How often are we here in this life pursuing the 

things that are eternally significant? 

     God says to be careful with our time, using it wisely. But 

still time escapes us.  When considering the Christianôs 

response to this Ephesians 5 passage, we might want to 

consider the life  of  the man who penned these words. In Acts 

20:24, Paul writes these words that 

describe his mindset about what it 

means to use his time wisely. ñI do 

not consider my life of any account 

as  dear  to  myself , so  that  I  may  

finish  my course  and  the ministry 

which I received from the Lord Jesus.ò Until his final breath, it 

was Paulôs intention, as we read in Hebrews 12:1, to ñrun with 

endurance the race that is set before us.ò At the end of his life 

Paul had the great privilege of being able to use the words of 2 

Timothy 4:7 to describe his life. ñI have fought the good fight, 

I have finished the course, I have kept the faith.ò In the life of 

this great apostle, there appears to be only one thing that 

mattered to him. That one thing was to finish the work God had 

given him to do. 

     Bottom line for Paul was that living this life was something 

he saw as a sacrifice to God. Itôs what he writes about in 

Romans 12:1 where we read these words, ñTherefore I urge 

you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a 

living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your 

spiritual service of worship.ò The verse here refers us back to 

ñTelling God What is Worshipfulò 

     Recently, I came across a little passage in 

Jeremiah 21:1-10 that set me to thinking about 

an aspect of how we present ourselves to God 

in worship. The story is of Babylon besieging 

the city of Jerusalem and the wicked king 

Zedekiah, in desperation, sending messengers 

to Jeremiah (the prophet who always has bad 

news) to find out what is going to happen to him 

and the people. Interestingly, he phrases his 

message to include an answer that he would like 

God to make and dresses it up with a praise of 

God that will make it sound more holy. I think 

we can surmise Zedekiah had a dread of what 

Godôs actual answer would be, since Jeremiah 

had been clearly proclaiming such messages 

from God for a long time. Yet Zedekiah still 

tried to not so subtly hint to God what he 

wanted God to say. 

     So how does that connect to our worship? I 

think too often we craft formulas for what we 

think God wants in our worship. We do what 

we like and then tell God we are sure he will 

like it too, since it feels good to us. So many 

churches in our culture are focused on 

providing the most distraction free, 

professional sounding and looking, not to 

mention entertaining, setting for our worship 

times. While there is nothing wrong with doing 

your best for the Lord, it is all too easy to 

idolize the trappings, the plans, the 

congregational response, or other things instead 

of drawing near with the heart and biblically 

building our worship times. 

     Back to Zedekiah, God pays no attention to 

his attempts at sweet talk. God says what He 

has been saying for a long time. God has 
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21st  Justin Martin 

22nd Melba Stewart 

 Dan Agazzi 

 Danielle Marquez 

23rd Bryan Somers 

24th June Chambers 

 Danielle Zilly 

25th Michael Trexler  

26th Louise Richardson 

27th Titilayo Yerger 

28th Peggy Williams 

29th Rebecca Lakes 

31st Jimmie Creekmur 

 Lauren Payne 

 

10th Noah Yang 

11th Corky Richardson 

 Dee Johanning Jr. 

 Samuel Minyard 

14th Bea Pulley 

15th Maisy Alcaida 

17th Lorie Ozbun 

 Jill Marston 

18th Nicayle Kelly 

19th Donna Gajdowski 

 Tina Worley 

 Courtney Edwards 

20th Noah Chambers 

  

  

   

 

 
 

  

   

    
 

 

  1st C. Mike Williams 

 Japheth Konki 

  2nd Danica Molina 

  3rd Josette Thompson 

 Justin James 

  4th  Soren Richardson 

  5th Pat Smith 

  6th Kris Williams 

 Naomi Tolmachoff 

  7th Anita Sakkas 

  8th Wyatt Parrish 

  9th Anthony Quinones 

10th Anita Tolmachoff 

  

 

 

 

  

2nd Steve & Tootsi Tatrai 

3rd Donald & Jennifer Holmes 

3rd Corky & Cindi Richardson 

10th John & Heather Andrews 

12th Jerry & Cheryl Neal 

17th Keith & Corynne Charmasson 

18th Bill & Donna Pulley 

20th Dale & Pat Smith 

29th Matt & Michele Anderson 
 

 

July Birthdays  & Anniversaries  

   

MAY  201 7 INCOME SUMMARY  
Total Offerings $ 56,558.47 

Undesignated Offerings 
(Monthly Budget: $48,877.38) 

$ 48,654.00 

Designated Offerings $   2,474.50 

Reimbursements $   1,693.63 

Miscellaneous Income $   3,734.94 

201 7 CAMPAIGNS   
Lottie Moon $ 25,000.00 

Baby Bottle Drive $   4,000.00 
Annie Armstrong $ 10,000.00 

VBS Mission Project $   1,000.00 

 

Notes From The Pastor Continuedé 

Romans 11:33-36, where we read of the depth of the riches both 

of the wisdom and knowledge of God that He makes available to 

His children. Verses 34-36 go on to tell of Godôs immeasurable 

greatness and how as His children we are privileged beyond 

measure to be His children. Then, because of this great salvation 

which restores or reconciles our relationships to our great God, 

as we read in Colossians 1:12-13, ñ[He] has qualified us to share 

in the inheritance of the saints in Light. For He rescued us from 

the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His 

beloved Son.ò 

     Because Paul is a recipient of this salvation, the giving of 

himself and the giving of his best is the only acceptable sacrifice. 

This spiritual service of worship is to present God with all that 

we are and all that we have. The word ñspiritualò found in 

Romans 12:1 is the word from which we get the word logical or 

logic. It can also be translated as reasonable. So itôs our 

reasonable, logical service of worship. For what God did for him, 

Paul writes in Colossians 1:29, ñFor this purpose also I labor, 

striving according to His power, which mightily works within 

me.ò Paul gave his all to serve and honor God. He was careful 

how he lived this Christian life, walking as a wise man, making 

the most of the time God was giving to him. Is that what we can 

say about our lives today? 

                                                      Hope to see you Sunday, 

                                Pastor Jerry 
 

 

Notes From The Worship Pastor Continuedé 

rejected His people and will utterly destroy them 

for their stubborn rebellion against His clear 

warnings and directions for their hearts to love 

him alone. They have imitated the culture around 

them, they have set up the idols of their neighbors 

in Godôs rightful spot. They have even called their 

ignorant and sinful actions worship for God. 

Thus, God will fight against them.  

     God is very clear on the things that He regards 

as worshipful. His list does not include lights, 

camera, and action, but does specify things such 

as humility, repentance, self-sacrifice, attention 

and obedience to His Word, love for others, unity 

in the Spirit, and truthfulness in the inner heart. If 

we desire to worship God, we must do it in the 

ways He declares that He loves. 

Pastor Joel                               

Birthday wishes  to   Anniversary  

wishes to    
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Hello from the Roberts family (J.T., Ashley, Samuel, and baby Roberts coming 

soon this month)! June was a busy month, full of great ministry opportunities where we 

saw God work in great ways! Thank you for praying and serving with all of these 

opportunities! Through our VBS we saw 10 children give their lives to the Lord, and we 

were able to minister to over 200 children, helping them to know about Godôs love for 

them, memorize a portion of His Word, fill their heads with songs that will remind them 

about Him, and learn about/be a part of what God is doing in the nations!  

After that, we were able to go into our community and visit around 1,000 homes, 

speaking to about 400 people. We were able to have Gospel conversations (conversations 

where we fully share the Gospel and give a call to repentance and trust in Christ) with 

around 275 of those people! Of those 275 people who heard the Gospel, we had 15 people 

in Laveen who trusted Jesus as Lord!!  After that, we were a part of the Harvest America 

Crusade, where 38,000 people gathered at University of Phoenix stadium and had 2,904 

decisions for Christ! Here at our simulcast we had two people trust in Christ as Savior and 

one person who had strayed from God repent of that and renewed their commitment to the 

Lord. We have been able to begin following up with these decisions and are really excited 

to see what God has in store! When we see God at work like this, we have one of two 

options: 1. Say, ñthat was coolò and move on, or 2. Allow God to see Him at work, repent 

of being complacent, let God revive us, and get busy doing His work here in Laveen! 

During VBS, I had the privilege of teaching the older childrenôs missions class. In 

this class, we learned about the Mandrell family, who moved to Denver, Colorado because 

there is only one Southern Baptist church for every 50,000 people. WOW! There are a lot 

of people to reach there! This led me to search what our statistics here in Laveen are. Iôm 

a round number kind of guy, so there are over 50,000 people here in Laveen, there are 6 

churches, so I rounded that up to 10. Based on these numbers, for us to reach Laveen, each 

church would need to reach 5,000 people. That is a large number, especially knowing that 

we only reach about 300-350 of those, leaving 4,650 of those we need to reach, unreached. 

God has placed us all in this community for a reason, and that is to share the Gospel with 

those around us! This is a command from God, not merely a suggestion. My prayer is that 

as we have seen God work, we will look around us and see that there is a great need, and 

we cannot stay on the sidelines, but, rather, we must be faithfully sharing with others about 

our amazing Savior! 

ñAnd Jesus came and said to them, ñAll authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 

commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.òò (Matthew 

28:18ï20 ESV) 

Events: 

July 2nd ZONA Parent Meeting 

July 5th Anchor Group 6 

July 9th-14th ZONA 

JULY 16th SUNDAY SCHEDULE CHANGE!  

July 16th ZONA Report night @ 5 and Water & the Word 

July 19th Anchor Group 7 

July 22nd Bridge Potluck 

July 26th Anchor Group 8 

Notes from t he Youth Pastor 
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8:30 am Sunday School Classes 

Room  Class    Room  Class    

 2  College    7   3rd - 4th Grade  

 3  5th - 6th Grade   8  1st - 2nd Grade 

 4  Adults (Sexton)  9  Kindergarten 

 5  Adults (Creekmur) 10  3 yrs thru  Pre-K 

 Library  Adults (Phillips)  11  18 months - 2 yrs 

  


